
Events Diary 
 

Meetings held in the Village Hall on the last Monday of each month. 

Here’s a reminder of the speakers for the next 3 months 
 
 

January 31st  AGM followed by 
         Touching the Past with Metal Detection’   Speaker: David Vickery 
 

February 28th           ‘The Voyage of the Mayflower - Myth and Reality’ 
   Speaker: Mike Haywood 
 

March 28th  ‘The Fair Arm of the Law’   Speaker: Simon Dell 
 
 

Doors open 7pm for 7.30pm start 
Refreshments available. Prize Raffle drawn at the end of the meeting. 
 

Additional Events to keep in mind - more details later 

April    Village Chestnut Tree Planting date to be decided 

Sun 1st May  May Fayre 
Thu 2nd June  Lighting of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Beacon 
Thu 7th July  Annual Outing     A visit to Kresen Kernow, 

New Members 
 

We are delighted to welcome new members John & Mo 
Russell, Carolyn Huxley and Rose Smith. We look for-
ward to welcoming you all to our meetings in 2022. 

From the Chair 
 

Welcome all to this first edition of our new monthly newsletter. 
 

The aim of this publication is to keep our members in touch with what is happening in our Historical Society in these uncertain 

times, when many feel unable to attend our meetings in person. I hope that you will find something of interest, and maybe able to 

contribute a story or anecdote in a future edition. Above all I would like to  wish everyone Health and Prosperity in the coming year, 

and hope that we will all be able to return to some kind of normality in 2022.    Andrew Button, Chairman 
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Postcards  Old photos of the village have been re-

produced as postcards and are now on sale at the village 
shop or available at meetings. 

Remembrance Day & Poppy Display 2021 
In August we put out a general request to the 
village of St Tudy to knit or crochet poppies 
for a Remembrance Waterfall and we had a 
wonderful response with near two thousand 
poppies being donated to the display. Vari-
ous groups within the Village helped with the 
purchase of the statue of ‘The Unknown 
Tommy’ and history members added to the 
display by making silhouettes of a dog, pi-
geon and horse – those forgotten casualties 
of war - and the Hellfire Corner stump.  

Remembrance Sunday fell on the 14th of 
November and the day was dry and not too 
chilly, there was an excellent attendance by 
many who all remained in their family 
groups and observed social distancing as is 
the new normal these days.  The Rooks 
remained silent throughout the Service of 
Remembrance. Below is the link to view the 
video on the History Group Website  

https://sttudyhistorygroup.co.uk/index.asp?pageid=723693         R.W. 

Obituaries  

It is with much sadness that we report the recent passing 
of the following members of the Historical Society. 
  

Colonel Rupert Nicholas died peacefully in his sleep in 
November 2021. Following a distinguished military career, 
he spent his last years in St Tudy and inspired not only 
respect and admiration, but also affection and even love, 
among those with whom he served or spent time. He had 
that rare capacity to touch people’s lives with genuine 
interest and compassion and he will be sorely missed in 
this community, which he loved. 

 

Mrs Sylvia Mewton On December 7th 2021, Sylvia, aged 
94 years of St Teath. Beloved wife of the late Les of 
Mewton’s Saw Mill at Polrode in the Allen Valley. Sylvia 
was known to a lot of people in St. Tudy, and had a con-
nection to the village for many years. She always played 
an active roll in the society, taking an interest in, and 
attending the History Group's talks and events.  
 

Mrs Margaret (Maggie) Lobb  Peacefully on 3rd January 
2022, aged 80 years. Maggie was the daughter of Gordon 
Burden, the local butcher based in St Tudy and had been a 
very popular primary school teacher at Wadebridge.  
 

She had always had an undying love for St Tudy, and when 
Chris Selby suggested starting a history society she imme-
diately wanted to help and became vice chairman, a posi-
tion she held until her death. She was also involved in re-
cent years in the WI, book club and community shop, and 
will be a great loss to the village, having been born in and 
lived here all her life.  
 

Maggie is survived by David her husband, children and 
grandchildren.  



In Times Past ……  The enamel AA sign pictured below 

was originally attached to Percy Couch’s carpenter’s shop on 
Redvale Road & later removed to the house next to Lewarne’s 
petrol filling station, now appropriately called ‘Old Pumps’. 

Amazingly, reproductions of these signs are now 
available custom made for your own village. 

Who knows, perhaps this cheerful example of 
street furniture from the past may yet reappear 
in St Tudy at some future date!  

Research Team Updates 

House Histories Our on going project to unravel the histories of various buildings in the parish has necessarily been put on hold over 
the last two years because of the pandemic. We hope to resume when safe to do so, and although some kind owners have already 
volunteered their homes as subjects for our investigations, we would welcome any opportunity to research others. 

Oral Histories Members of the society have been recording the oral histories of some of the senior residents who have spent all their 
lives in  St Tudy. Their memories will show just how much village life has changed during their lifetime. 

Born with a Silver Spoon........ 

Some time ago, the society was contacted via our website with an 
enquiry from a Mr Lang living in South Africa.  He had a silver 
spoon which had belonged to one of his ancestors in St Tudy, and 
he asked for help in determining just who had been born with a 
‘silver spoon in his mouth’.  

Conveniently, the spoon was intialled 
and dated, so using parish records on 
the Cornwall Online Parish Clerks web-
site, we were able to determine that 
the original recipient had been a Na-
thaniel Lang, born in 1788, the son of 
John Lang who farmed at Tamsquite, 
St Tudy. 

In October of 2021, we received an email from the daughter of Mr 
Lang who had contacted us previously. She had recently moved to 
the area and was keen to see the village of her ancestors. Subse-
quently, I met her at the church one fine October day and was 
able to give her a copy of the Lang family tree, and show her the 
graves of several of her forebears. We also went into the church 
to see the stained glass window memorial to Giles Jory Lockwood, 
brother of the first recipient of the silver spoon. 

Such is the power of the internet that we are able to communicate 
across the world in an instant, to undertake research and share 
information. 

A.A. 

Committee Members 

Chairman Andrew Button Tel: 01208 850200      Treasurer Chris Ellis Tel: 01208 851344 

Secretary & Events Co-ordinator Rita Westlake Tel: 01208 850025     Webmaster Jonathan March Tel: 01208 850284    

Research Pam Free Tel: 01208 850450       Newsletter  Angela Aylward  Tel: 07854 737610 

Plus      Sam Barnes              Joy Knight  Eileen Partington  Phil Tizzard 

Website www.sttudyhistorygroup.co.uk  Newsletter contributions, please email to:   sttudynewsletter@yahoo.com 

Sleuthing in the modern age … 
 

We are so lucky to have the 
world wide web & the internet 
making it possible to find objects 
& articles on line from our  
home computer. As a result, we 
can use many different re-
sources to find information, as in 
the following example: 

I spotted a photo of St. Tudy for sale on Ebay which I hadn’t 
seen before.  It was of a car parked at the junction of 
Wadebridge and Bodinnick Roads.   
 

After various checks on line, I discovered the car was built be-
tween 1903 & Jan 1928.  Then I noticed that there were people 
in the photo standing outside one of the cottages in Maymear 
Terrace.  As the woman’s dress was longer, it dates the photo 
to around 1910-1919. 
 

An enquiry on Facebook came back with a registration plate 
very close to ours, confirming the registration date to be 1913. 
 

The Binding Stone booklet records that Dr. Cole, a retired GP, 
had the first car in St. Tudy, and so using internet searches to-
gether with the Binding Stone, we have been able to piece to-
gether the story of the picture, and who we think owned the 
car.  Using the 1911 Census, we may even be able to find who 
those people in the picture are , and add to the story.         P.F. 

Snippet        from the Royal Cornwall Gazette 1831 

 

 

 

Car Registration: AF1053 


